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A true genius
won’t get grant,
just the cheers
A ki,

grants” to a couple of dozen obscure intel-
lectuals.

Allegedly, they Il help humanity with
their brainpower. So, one plays the trom-
bone. Another nerd studies extinct plants,
A third is an economist who just started
shaving. Another is an artist who sticks
glass beads together, and so on.

. They're all deliriously happy, hecause
each was handed $500,000 to spend with no
strmgs attached.

- So what does this prove?

1t proves the MacArthur Foundation
folks know diddly about finding true geni-
us.

They 1gnored Msu ty Marcuccilli.

few days ago, the Chicago-based

Marty, 58, 1s & salesman who lives in Ro-

selle. He's a genius because he solved a
problem that has plagued millions of
Americans, like me:

How to order blue cheese stuffed olives
for that perfect martini, while hot worry-
ing about how the bartender was going to
jam the cheese up in there.

Most of us didn’t want to know the de-

tails.

“ think I'm a genius as much as those

other people,” Marty said. “What I invent-

ed, well, it's a real geniius thing. No doubt
inmy mind.”

Why?

“Everybody who sees my invention

.smacks their head and says, Why didn’t1

think of this?’

“T look at them and say, ‘You know why
you didn’t think of this? ’Cause you're not-
a genius, like me.” " :

Marty invented the Olive Express a
small, lightweight plastic device you can -
hold in one hand.

It takes about two seconds to stuff an ol- 2

jve with the Olive Express, saving bar: -
tenders time and aggravatlon Some ottfit
called Spill-Stop manufactaring, in Mel-
rose Park, sells it for avound $20. -

Thereisa patent pendmg to discourage
copycats and thieves, Since they're in Mel-
rose Park, and since Marty was born on
Grand Avenue, I wouldn’t try anythmg
cute.

The Olive Express is only avallable to
bartenders, but soon you'll find it i in
stores.

And unlike the MacArthur Foundation .
winners—especially the glass bead art-
ist—the Olive Express actually helps hu- ¢

 mans.

“Everybody drmks martlms " he sald
“But it takes bartenders too long to stuft
the ollves With my Ohve Express ‘it takes
seconds.”

You press it intoa contamer of blue
cheese, filling a short tube. Insert the tube.

. into the olive, press the handle, the cheese -
- did Mors. Flyrin, the former June B
‘who heips me with the columi. Like Ph

~ shebecame a compulsive olive stuffer.

ig injected. A work of art anticipates the
toothpick. .

Like many true gemuses (or is that ge- _
nuit?), Marty developed the concept jean-
ing his elbow against a plank of dark pol-~,
jshed woad, while propping his head up s
with his hand. :

“OK,I'ma salesman and Ispenda kot of .

time in bars,” Marty. sald “Butl’ ma 1um
and soda guy.
“My client comés in, orders amartini .
with blue cheese olives, We start talking.
'“That's when I see what tt :
waitress is domg w1th his ohv

nails, really 1eng
- the blue ch_eese'm_the 1ives wi

i gernazls

“gernail”’

‘die maker ” Marty sald _“Andl said Ke
" 'we've got work to do.’ i

- he's heard too much. .-

‘ -'w1ak stuffing olives like agrinnin
" niag; unabie te step “If 1 can doi
'bodycan doit.” »» 7

“taking furns, telling stories. Gus and Phill
~ promised to put the Olive Expre
_place of honor at the bar’so

) idn’t think 5o,

John Kass’ column appears on

TR

 Goon,Isaild,
“Lhateto tell y

" Which one? . e
-“The pmky”
‘No. 7 - R e
“Yes! The pmky She us' dh r

We, dldn’t speak for a whlle
by the évil specter of thered pmky nail

Yet out of that horror the Olwe Expres
was born, CRE R :

“Well, my brother Ken as a tooi

For an mdependent test
an Olive Express to Blackie's,
and grill nearTribune Tower i

We handed if to the bartender the pro
fessmnally skeptical Phiil St Wiak;- ho
sneered at first because_ as

*Then he tried it, It worked perfectly ev
ery time and stuffed olives in seconds.
“*Took at this! This is great_ said S

.'The owner, Gus Maskalerls tmed it

-So we sat there’ stuff’mg ol ives, happily

hersmay see.
the wonder of Marty Marc i e
C““1think he is a genius,”.8
'Too bad the MacArthur T
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